SIR   ROBERT  WALPOLE.

Him that they would avoid all heats and animofities, and effectually raife the
iieceffary fupplies; and in gratitude for the regard which his majefty had al-
ways (hewn for the liberties and privileges of iiis fubjefits, would teftify their
affection and zeal for the fupport of his government, and the prefervation of
the conftitution*. Although Tittle objection could be made, either to
the fpeech or to the addrefs, it did not, however, pafs without fome petulant
remarks from Shippen and Sir Williani- Wyndham.

The determined aim of oppofition was to iricreafe the mifunderftanding
with Spain to fuch a degree, as to render the adjuftment of the difputes
impracticable, and by inflaming the nation with exaggerated accounts
c>f Spanifli cruelties and infults, to compel the niinifter to enter into a
war, which they coafidered as the probable means of obtaining his re-
moval.

The principal views of oppofitiori being direfted to Involve the nation in
war, they gave a ftriking inftance of their inconfiftency and petulance, by
refitting, with unufual warmth, the motion for maintaining 17,400 men, and
propofing that the army fliould be reduced to 1 2,000. Befides the com-
mon topics of declamation, ufually urged againft a {landing army, as ob-
noxious to the conftitution, contrary to the principles on which the revo-
lution was founded, and intended to fupport the fyftem of corruption
tod arbitrary power ; the debate took a new and unexpected turn. Ship-
pen, with a view to -caft an odium on the authors of the revolution, and to
prove that the liberties of the people had been better fecxired before, than
fince that period, affeded to date the rife of a ftanding army in Britain, from
the ninth year of William; accufed the Whigs who fhould vote for this
^ueftion, of having deferted the principles of their alnceftors; and made a
warm panegyric on the Tories, for having been u'niformlf fteady in their ad: ,
herence to the true principles of the Britifh conftitution.

In reply to thefe obfervations, the minifter undertook to defend the cori-
fiftency of the Whigs who voted for the queftion. He made a judicious
diftindion between an army compofed entirely of Britifti fubjeds, coni-
ixanded by gentlemen of the beft families, depending for its very being
dn the annual confent of parliament, and between one of foreigri mercenary
troops, compofed of the loweft populace, atid commanded by men of no
families or fortunes. After declaring that fuch an ariny9 fo far from en-
dangering the conftitutiom, tended rather to preferve it againft fadion anci
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